
Researching colleges on Family Connection 
  

The Family Connection web site is a valuable tool in the college search process. You may want to explore 

colleges by going back to your “Do What You Are” Personality Type results to see what colleges offer 

programs for your prospective majors.  

Another starting point for the college search process is to use the “college search” tool on Family Connection. 

This tool allows you to search for colleges based upon location, size, competitiveness (in admissions), religious 

affiliation, academics, athletics, cost, and other considerations. You can redo this search as many times as you 

like, entering different preferences each time. The tool is available under the “colleges” tab and the “college 

search” link. 

 

 
 

The search function asks for your preference in a number of areas: 

 

 



 

Another useful tool on Family Connection is the “College Lookup” tool, which is also under the Colleges tab. 

“College Lookup” allows you to view in-depth information about colleges that interest you. Enter a school’s 

name and then click on the school to get the school’s web site, contact information and much more: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the 
“Overlaps” link to 
see a list of other 
schools that 
students frequently 
apply to if they 
apply to this school. 

Click on the 
“Graph” link to see 
a scattergram that 
shows how your 
GPA and test scores 
compare to other 
Northwood students 
who have applied. 

Many (not all) schools provide campus 
photos and virtual tours for you. 

The “How You Compare” chart will 
compare your GPA and test scores 
with the average scores of Northwood 
students who were admitted to this 
school. If the numbers are in green, 
then your scores and/or GPA are 
above average for that school. 

Under “General Info” you will find the 
application history that Northwood has 
with this school, as well as other basic 
information. Click on the other headings 
here (Admissions, Financial Aid, 
Majors and Degrees, Student Life) 

to find out more about the school. 

Click “Add to List” 
to add this college to 
your “Colleges I’m 
Thinking About” list 



 

 

Once you have an idea of what schools interest you, start adding them to your list of “Colleges I’m Thinking 

About.” You can update this list at any time. Your parents and college counselor can suggest schools, too. 

 

 
 

Click on the “compare me” link to see how you compare to recent Northwood students who were admitted to 

these schools. If the numbers are in green, then your scores and/or GPA are above average for that school. If the 

numbers are in red, your scores and/or GPA are below average. This tool can help you make sure you have a list 

of schools that include likely admits (safety), match schools and reach schools. 

 

 
“Expected Difficulty” is your counselor’s assessment of your chances of admissions:  

 
 Safety:   Your counselor is certain you’ll be admitted 

 

 Likely:  Your scores/GPA exceed all of the school’s published data. You are likely to be admitted. 

 

Possible: Your scores/GPA are about average for the school. Some (and sometimes many) applicants with 

your numbers are not admitted, though. 

 



Reach: Your scores/GPA are below average for the school. Most applicants like you are denied. 

 

Far Reach: Your scores/GPA are far below average for the school. Applying usually not advised.  

  

Sometimes students have a hard time finding a list of “match” schools: schools where their test scores and GPA 

meet the college’s admission requirements. The “College Match” tool under the “Colleges” tab will show a list 

of colleges that have admitted students with GPAs and test scores similar to yours: 
 

 
 

The “College Match” tool will also produce a list of schools similar to the schools on your “Colleges I’m 

Thinking About” list: 

 

 



 

If you want a visual representation of where you fall in relation to other Northwood students who have applied 

to a school, use the “scattergram” tool. This tool allows you to place yourself on a graph showing the tests 

scores and GPAs of other Northwood students who have applied to the school. The red circle on the graph 

indicated where you fall. Green squares indicate students who were admitted to the school, and the red “x”s 

indicate students who were denied admission: 

 

 
 

The “College compare” tool is another way to compare your GPA and test scores with up to 10 schools at a 

time. 

 

 
 



 
 

Another useful Family Connection tool is “college resources.” This tool provides links to websites that are 

helpful for college and career research, financial aid assistance, and standardized test preparation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
College Search Sites: 

 Family Connection: http://connection.naviance.com/northwoodschool 

 Cappex: http://www.cappex.com/ 

 Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/  

 College Navigator: https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  

 College Scorecard: https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/  

 

Other Important Web Sites: 

 Mr. Spear’s Blog: http://johnspear.me/ 

 Follow Mr. Spear on Twitter: http://twitter.com/JohnSpear  

 Follow Northwood College Guidance on Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorthwoodCollegeGuidance/  

 College Board: http://www.collegeboard.org 

 SAT: http://sat.collegeboard.org 

 ACT: http://www.actstudent.org 

 TOEFL: http://www.toeflgoanywhere.org/ 

 

Financial Aid Resources: 

 Financial Aid Overview: http://johnspear.me/category/financial-aid/  

 Federal Student Aid: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/  

 FAFSA on the web: https://fafsa.ed.gov/  

 FinAid: http://www.finaid.org/  

Also check out the links to these pages on your Family Connection 
home page. They include important information about the college 
process, links to the most popular colleges for Northwood students 
and a special section for student-athletes 
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